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If I were paranoid, I would say the delays we 
always face here are due to the fact that we 
are dealing with Africa.’’∑ 

f 

THE HEZBALLAH CONFESSION 

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss something that most 
people who follow the subject, I am 
sure already knew, but is nevertheless 
an interesting admission. In a Reuters 
interview, yesterday, Sheik Hassan 
Nasrallah, Secretary General of 
Hezballah in Lebanon, flatly admitted 
to Iranian funding when he said: 

We are not shy and they (Iranians) are not 
afraid about it . . . we don’t hide Iranian 
support. There is no need to deny that we re-
ceive financial and political support from 
Iran. 

Moreover, he admitted that Syrian 
forces in Lebanon’s Bekkah valley help 
greatly in getting weapons to his 
forces, when he stated: 

Syrian forces are stationed in the Bekaa 
[sic] (valley) and the north. These two areas 
constituted the background of support for re-
sistance fighters in (Israeli)-occupied areas. 

These admissions, especially that of 
implicit Syrian support for Iranian ter-
rorism are vital to understanding the 
relationship of these terrorist organi-
zations and how they operate in the re-
gion. If we are going to support Israel 
while it wages peace, are we going to 
ignore Syria and Iran while they wage 
war against Israel? 

We cannot ignore what is going on 
for mere political expediency. We must 
confront the facts as they exist and 
this means that we must question the 
Syrians on this admission. With Iran, I 
am sure that there is no disagreement. 
But Syria is another question alto-
gether. 

Mr. President, I ask that the text of 
this important interview be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The text follows: 
[From Reuters, Mar. 11, 1996] 

HEZBOLLAH CHIEF ADMITS IRAN IS FINANCING 
GROUP WITH BC-IRAN-PRESIDENT 

BEIRUT, LEBANON.—For the first time, the 
leader of Hezbollah acknowledged publicly in 
an interview published Monday that Iran is 
financing the group. 

‘‘We don’t hide Iranian support. There is no 
need to deny that we receive financial and 
political support from Iran’’ said Sheik Has-
san Nasrallah, Secretary-General of the Shi-
ite Muslim Militant Group. 

‘‘We are not shy and they (Iranians) are 
not afraid about it,’’ he said in an interview 
with the London-based Arabic Language 
Weekly Al Wasat. 

It was the first public admission of Iranian 
financial support by a senior leader of 
Hezbollah, or Party of God. 

The group has vociferously denounced the 
planned counter-terrorism summit at 
Egypt’s Red Sea resort of Sharm El-Sheik 
Wednesday. 

Why doesn’t one wonder why the United 
States is paying 3 billion dollars to the Zion-
ist entity, which is attacking the entire re-
gion while condemnation is voiced over 
Iran’s financial support for Hezbollah or any 
Islamic resistance faction fighting to lib-
erate its land?’’ Nasrallah said. 

Hezbollah guerrillas are fighting to oust 
the 1,200 Israeli soldiers and 2,500 Israeli- 

backed South Lebanon Army militiamen 
from an occupied border enclave in South 
Lebanon. 

Israel established the enclave, known as a 
‘‘security zone,’’ in 1985 as a buffer against 
cross-border guerrilla attacks on its north-
ern towns. 

Hezbollah guerrillas mounted a string of 
attacks on Israeli troops in the ‘‘security 
zone’’ Sunday, killing one and wounding five. 

Nasrallah also said that Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon, was facilitating 
Hezbollah’s arms supplies through routes in 
northern and eastern Lebanon. 

Syria maintains an estimated 40,000 troops 
in Lebanon, ostensibly as peacekeepers to 
prevent a rekindling of the 1975–90 civil war. 

Nasrallah said since Hezbollah was founded 
in 1982 following the Israeli invasion of Leb-
anon that year, Syria has provided the party 
with ‘‘a political cover, moral support and 
field facilities.’’ 

‘‘Syrian forces are stationed in the Bekaa 
(Valley) and the north. These two areas con-
stituted the background of support for re-
sistance fighters in (Israeli)-occupied areas,’’ 
he said. 

‘‘Of course, Syria didn’t give us money. It 
has supported us and facilitated’’ arms sup-
plies, Nasrallah added. 

Like its sponsor, Iran, Hezbollah opposes 
the U.S.-sponsored Middle East peace process 
and has vowed to torpedo it through intensi-
fied attacks in South Lebanon, the last ac-
tive Arab-Israeli war front. 

The Sharm El-Sheik Summit, which will 
be attended by U.S. President Clinton and 
more than 30 other world leaders, was called 
to bolster Israel following a wave of suicide 
bombings which killed 61 people. 

Hezbollah has hailed the bombings, which 
have been claimed by the Palestinian mili-
tant Hamas group, as an ‘‘Act of Heroic 
Jihad (holy war) against occupation.’’ ∑ 
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 942 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that on Thursday, 
March 14, at 10 a.m., the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Calendar 
No. 342, S. 942, the small business regu-
latory reform bill, to be considered 
under the following limitation: 90 min-
utes of total debate equally divided be-
tween the two managers; that the only 
amendments in order to the bill be the 
following: the managers’ amendment 
to be offered by Senators BOND and 
BUMPERS, an amendment to be offered 
by Senator NICKLES regarding congres-
sional review, one additional amend-
ment, if agreed to by both leaders after 
consultation with the two managers; 
further, that following the disposition 
of all amendments, the bill be read a 
third time, the Senate then proceed to 
vote on final passage of the bill, all 
without any intervening debate or ac-
tion. 

Mr. REID addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? 
Mr. REID. Yes. I have two things I 

wish to correct. One would be the Nick-
les-Reid amendment in the body of the 
text, and if the Senator from Montana 
wishes an explanation, I would be 
happy to give one, but I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I helped 
craft this legislation, and if there is 

one thing that we hear going down the 
road every day from the people who 
live in my State of Montana it is the 
way we write our rules and regulations 
here in Washington. This regulatory 
reform bill addresses those fears. This 
bill was reported out of the Small Busi-
ness Committee with strong bipartisan 
support for the work that was done by 
Senator BUMPERS, who was chairman 
of that committee and has worked on 
this issue for so long, and I am sorry 
that it will not be allowed to come to 
the floor. 

Mr. REID. Will my friend yield? 
Mr. BURNS. Yes. 
Mr. REID. I say to my friend, I per-

sonally feel as if the unanimous-con-
sent request is excellent. I think the 
content of the unanimous-consent re-
quest would allow us to go forward 
with regulatory reform which is badly 
needed. It especially directs attention 
to the small business community 
which has been hammered with regula-
tions with which they have difficulty 
complying. 

I say to my friend from Montana that 
we have a Member on this side of the 
aisle who has worked very long and 
hard, in his own words, not hours or 
days but weeks with Members on the 
Senator’s side, and his objection re-
lates to a much bigger piece of regu-
latory reform that I think frankly will 
kill all regulatory reform, but that is 
what he wants. And so in the next few 
hours, maybe days, we are going to 
work with him to see if we can get him 
to agree to our unanimous consent re-
quest. 

Mr. BURNS. I think my friend from 
Nevada understands the problems 
small business is going through right 
now and the margin they have to worry 
about. This gives them a great deal of 
flexibility. But it also allows Congress 
to take a look to see how the rules are 
really written with regard to legisla-
tion that we pass. It is fairly simple for 
us to pass legislation. We beat our-
selves on the chest, and we say what a 
good thing we have done, but then 
when the law goes down and the admin-
istrative rules are written, sometimes 
those rules do not even look like the 
legislation, let alone the intent of the 
legislation. So I think this addresses 
that, and I hope we can work out some-
thing. Knowing my friend from Nevada, 
I understand the possibility is very 
good. 

Mr. REID. Will my friend yield 
again? 

The Senator is absolutely correct. 
This unanimous-consent request con-
tains a provision that was passed in 
this body by a vote of 100 to nothing, 
the Nickles-Reid amendment, which 
would allow the Congress to look at 
regulations promulgated by Federal 
agencies. If it has a financial impact of 
$100 million, it would not go into effect 
until a reasonable period of time. This 
calls for 60 days, which I think is ap-
propriate. It was originally 45 days. If 
it has a financial impact of less than 
$100 million, it goes into effect imme-
diately but we can rescind it within 60 
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